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Preface 

Even in these transient times, in which individuality often seems 
paramount, there are many who will agree that families are of great 
importance. Not only do families provide a convenient vehicle for 
nurturing the next generation and the framework within which we can 
form many of the close bonds with others that are so necessary for 
our general well-being, but they can connect us, perhaps more 
successfully than anything else can, with the whole human process; 
with those that have been before and those that are yet to come. 

There are many who will agree, also, that places too can be of 
importance, and will surely be able to cite particular locations 
that have significance for them. For my own part, there are two 
places for which I have had a special affection. One is the hamlet 
of Three Oaks in the parish of Guestling where I brought up my 
sons, Tim and Chris, sadly, for the most part, alone, and the other 
is what was Ashdown Farm and the surrounding area where I spent my 
own formative years. 

Three years ago, I brought together these two aspects of family and 
a sense of place and produced a brief account of 'The Lambournes of 
Ashdown Farm, St .Leonards-on-Sea ' , principally for the benefit of 
members of my own family. Since then, I have been heartened by the 
interest that has apparently been generated among those with a 
concern for the history of the locality, particularly after the 
publication of an article that I wrote for the Hastings and 
St. Leonards Observer (a copy of which is included with this 
account). Such encouragement led me to produce an amended and 
somewhat enlarged version, which was published in 2001, The success 
of this, combined with further research, has now resulted in my 
producing this revised account in which the genealogical section 
has been completely rewritten. 

It is a personal as well as an historical account. An account of a 
world that I knew and loved. Regrettably, some of the Lambournes to 
whom it refers have long since died, the area where the farm was 
located is now hardly recognisable and the way of life that was 
once sustained at Ashdown has all but vanished. Indeed, what seems 
most remarkable to me is that what appeared to be so permanent at 
the time, has passed so rapidly into History and survives now only 
in the memories of a few. 

David Lambourne 






VALUABLE DAIRY FARM 

Situated on rhe borders of arid adjoining the main road, to St. Leonards and Hastings 
Situated in the Parish of Holltngton and Hr>Uington Rural, known as 

ASHDOWN FARM 

Extending to 

58a, 3r. 6p. 

Including some Rich Feeding Land and a fair proportion of Arable Land, also 

Two Stone "Emit &* Tiled Cottages 

EXCELLENT FARM BUILDINGS including Cowsncds for 20 head, Barii, 
Cattle Yard with Feeding Hovel, 5 Stall Stable, Cartshed 



Extract from the auction details of Ashdown Farm at the time of its 
sale by the Eversfield family in 1911. The reference to a second 
stone cottage is something of a mystery- As the front and scullery 
doors of the farm house were located side by side it is possible 
that the valuer assumed there were two dwellings there and not one. 



Ashdown Farm and the Lambourne Family 

Ashdown Farm, which formed part of the ancient parish of 
Hollington, was my childhood home. It lay largely to the south of 
the present Government buildings known as Ashdown House, nestling 
on gently sloping land amidst pockets of the woodland that would 
have once covered the whole area. It was situated between Harrow 
Lane and Sedlescombe Road North and a little to the west in the 
area which is now Seven Acre Close. 

I imagine that few of today's residents of Ashdown, in their 
suburban housing, will realise how much their surroundings have 
changed in the last fifty years. Few will remember the centuries 
old farm house in its peaceful, almost idyllic, setting or the way 
of life that it once supported, a way of life that once seemed so 
permanent but that now barely remains anywhere in a southern 
England that is embarking upon the challenges of a new millennium. 

There had been a farm at Ashdown for generations and for many years 
it formed part of the Eversfield estate. The earliest known 
occupant seems to have been a John Turner who, according to Rev. 
F.W, B.Bullock in his history of Hollington Church-in-the-Wood , 
occupied a farm adjoining and towards the south of Beauport - "that 
which after his day came to be known as 'Ashdown Farm'". John 
Turner of St. Clements in Hastings was married at Hollington in 1672 
to Anne Laborn (a surname curiously similar to Lambourne) and was 
buried there in 1703. The fact that, as Bullock notes, "a massive 
monument (to Turner) is to be seen by the church porch" suggests 
that he was a man of some means. John Turner seems to have occupied 
the farm until his death. He was followed by Richard Apps (until 
1738), and for the ensuing three years it continued to be called 
Apps's Farm, and then by John Evenden (until 1748). 

Ashdown was later farmed by the Standen family- John Standen 
(1750-55), who then took over Silverhill Farm, was followed by his 
son, Thomas (until 1797). After the death of his father, Thomas 
went on to occupy Silverhill Farm and Ashdown passed to John 
Ashdown (until 1820), after whom the farm continued to be named, 
and who was married to John Standen' s daughter, Maria, Maria 
continued as the ratepayer in 1821 and 1822 before the farm was 
taken over by another Thomas Standen, who it seems was the son of 
the earlier occupier of that name. 

It was during the time that Thomas Standen junior held the land 
that the farm was dissected by the new Sedlescombe road (opened 
1839)- This was one of the two rival turnpike roads, amongst the 
last to be constructed in England, that were built after the 
development of the new town of St.Leonards-on-Sea as alternatives 
to the old road towards London which ran from Hastings and through 
Ore, that were to pass through the parish of Hollington (the other 
being the Battle road (opened 1838)). 

The census returns for both 1841 and 1851 show that Thomas Standen 






was still farming at Ashdown and that he lived in the farm house 
with his wife, Mary, and his servant, Thomas Glazier, who was 
presumably an agricultural worker. Later occupiers included Newton 
Parks (until about the early 1890' s), who was a butcher at South 
Colonnade, Marina, George Saxby (until 1907), the Hickman brothers 
(1908-14), who were also butchers and who had shops in Queens Road, 
Robertson Street, Vicarage Road and Old London Road, David Baker 
(1915-18) and Frederick Richmond (1919-20) . 

Ashdown was auctioned by members of the Eversfield family, along 
with two other areas of Hollington that they owned, on July 8th, 
1911 at the Castle Hotel in Hastings. The farm, which was then in 
the occupation of Charles Hickman at a rent of £72-00 per annum, 
extended to over 58 acres and was described in the auction papers 
as a "valuable dairy farm". Eventually ownership passed to John 
Downey, a solicitor who lived at Hollington Place. It was from 
Downey's executors that Hastings Council finally bought the land 
for housing development. 

My grandfather, William Lambourne, took over the tenancy of the 
farm house and some of the land in 1921 and established himself as 
a market gardener with a loan of about £100 from Hastings Council. 
(A loan which was not finally paid off until 1940). He gradually 
extended his holding, particularly after World War II, to include 
much of the allotment land each side of Sedlescombe Road North. 

My grandfather was a man of some intelligence who maintained a 
lively interest in the world around him. He was a man of modest 
stature and build with considerable physical strength and 
endurance. A stubbornly proud, independent, industrious and 
self-reliant man who, in his seventies, was still able to unload 
and carry bags of meal weighing a hundredweight and a half without 
distress. He had been born in Ramsbury in Wiltshire in 1879, the 
eldest of nine children, into a family long established in the 
Hungerford area. His was a humble background and his mother had 
only been able to register his birth by signing with a cross. My 
grandfather himself was very literate, but he had left school at 
the age of ten to begin working as a plough boy for the princely 
sum of 3s 6d (17.5p) for a six day week. After the death of his 
gamekeeper father he had taken his mother and his siblings to 
London, where he seems to have been engaged in a variety of 
occupations. It was whilst in London that he met and married Annie 
Davies the daughter of a mosaic worker. 

The couple, together with their first daughter Ivy, came to the 
Hastings area immediately prior to World War I in order for my 
grandfather to take up employment as a gardener at Little Common. 
He was, however, soon serving his country on the Western Front. His 
spell in the trenches, though, was comparatively brief, as he had 
to be invalided out. Fortunately, several months of rest enabled 
him to more or less fully recover from the serious injuries he 
received to his leg. 

He moved from his Lennox Street home at Halton to settle at 
Ashdown. By now the family had grown to include a further daughter 
(Lily) and a son (my father, Bill). The size of the accommodation 
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at the farm house, which by today's standards would seem barely 
adequate, was put under further pressure when, soon after taking up 
residency, the couple and their children were joined for a while by 
my grandfather's mother (Jane) and his youngest sister (Edie) 
before these eventually moved to a flat in Stockleigh Road in 
5t .Leonards. 

The farm house itself, which is believed to have dated from the 
late 16th or early 17th Century, was reached by a track which began 
in Sedlescombe Road North where there is now a footpath more or 
less opposite the entrance to Seven Acre Close. The exterior walls 
on the ground floor were built of stone and met the base of the 
large tiled roof to the sides and rear. The first floor wall at the 
front had a timber frame and was covered with weather boarding. The 
painting by Charles Padgham, which is shown on the front cover, is 
a record of the front of the building and the photograph shown on 
page 15, the only one known to remain in existence, is of the side 
elevation. 

Inside the property the ceilings, wooden beams and doorways were 
very low, particularly downstairs, and required everyone over about 
5» 6" to duck down in places. I remember my father, who was almost 
6 feet tall, often banging his head. By the 20th Century the 
building had been somewhat neglected. It was frequently cold and 
damp inside, though the roof never leaked, and rats could regularly 
be heard at night-time scurrying around, especially in the roof 
and within the cavities of the first floor timber frame. The whole 
of the upper part of the building would be shaken when gale force 
winds blew. The floors upstairs, too, sloped quite sharply to the 
front. 

The house had four main rooms downstairs and three upstairs. The 
largest room was the scullery, which was the rooir at the side of 
the building that can be seen in the photograph. This may have been 
added on to the house some time after the original construction. It 
always seemed a rather cold and uninviting area and was used for 
storing coal, the feed for the chickens and a whole range of tools 
and equipment. I remember well the sight of my grandfather shaving 
in the scullery in the early mornings in cold water with a cut 
throat razor at the sink under the only window, this frequently 
being frozen over on the inside in winter. 

The scullery had a small windowless room to the rear. This was 
known as the 'glory hole'. It was heated at times with a small oil 
heater and was variously used for storage, incubating the new 
chickens and as an alternative to bathing in front of the kitchen 
range. The family would take turns to wash themselves in the same 
water in the tin bath on Saturday nights. I remember that as the 
eldest child of my generation of Lambournes I had the dubious 
privilege of being last in when the water was at its coldest and 
dirtiest . 

The central room downstairs was the main living room which 
contained the kitchen range that was used for cooking and which, 
apart from a small fireplace in one of the upstairs rooms, provided 
the only regular warmth in winter. 



Electricity was never installed in the property, so all the 
lighting was by paraffin lamps. I remember as a pupil at Hastings 
Grammar School feeling seriously disadvantaged through struggling 
to do my homework in these conditions on winter's evenings during 
the 1950* s. Water was eventually supplied to a single tap in the 
scullery, but only in the late 1920' s after members of the family 
had become ill from drinking the water from the well- A dead snake 
was discovered to have been the source of the contamination. 

Sanitation was provided by means of a bucket under a wooden seat in 
the brick built privy to the rear of the house* Segments of 
newspaper were tied together and hung up by string for the users' 
convenience, bringing with them the prospect of yesterday's news 
being imprinted on Lambourne posteriors! The bucket was emptied 
regularly on to the manure heap which, along with other animal and 
vegetable waste, was eventually recycled on to the land. Night time 
arrangements were met with chamber pots which members of the family 
had under their beds. The thankless task of emptying these in the 
morning normally fell to the women of the house. 

Washing the clothes and bed linen was done in a copper which was 
heated by a wood fire and was housed in the scullery. The washing 
was wrung out with the mangle and dried outdoors or over the 
kitchen range in inclement weather conditions. 

Beyond such discomforts and hardships lay a life very much bound 
up with the Methodist chapel at Hollington. Over the generations, 
many members of my family, both on my mother's side and my father's 
have been nonconformists of one sort or another. In fact, Barbara 
Croucher indicates in her history of Ramsbury (Wiltshire), a 
village with a very strong nonconformist tradition, that such an 
association dates back to at least the beginning of Victoria's 
reign. She records that my grandfather's maternal grandfather, John 
Hobbs, had been a stalwart of the Congregational Church for 
forty-three years until his death in 1882. 

My grandfather, himself, had been a Baptist and my grandmother a 
Methodist and they had agreed upon marrying in 1909 that wherever 
they were living they would both attend the nearest church of 
either denomination. So each Sunday they and members of the 
family would make their way down the track, across Sedlescombe Road 
North, through the footpath into Upper Glen Road and down Battle 
Road to the Hollington chapel. 

In addition to worship on Sundays the chapel provided the focus for 
the social life of the family through its various weekday 
activities. It is not, perhaps, surprising that it was through 
these that my father met and married my mother, Miriam Smith. She 
was the daughter of Walter Smith, an accountant, and his wife 
Doris, who had moved from Raunds in Northamptonshire to south 
London and then finally to Hastings in order to benefit from the 
healthy Hastings air. Walter, who had been a minister in a 
non-denominational church in south London for a short while before 
being forced to retire through illness, and his family were also 
stalwarts of the Hollington chapel. 
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Upon marrying in 1941 my mother moved from her modern semi detached 
home in Sedlescombe Road North into the somewhat more primitive 
conditions at Ashdown. My father was by now as much part of the 
market gardening business as his father and continued to be so 
throughout his life. The house now had to be split into two. 
Neither Ivy nor Lily were living at home at this stage. Ivy, who 
had been in service, now assisted in the war effort by working in 
an aircraft factory at Kingston-upon-Thames , Lily had a career in 
nursing in various parts of the country before eventually 
emigrating to Australia with her children Diane and Bernard. 
(Sadly, none of the family in England ever saw Lily again, but I 
have been fortunate in having been able to visit Diane on occasions 
in her Melbourne home). 

The number of family members living at kshdown gradually increased 
from four to nine in the decade from 1944. Firstly, Ivy returned 
home for good. She returned to care for her mother who was judged 
by the medical profession to be terminally ill with breast cancer, 
but who eventually died of old age more than a quarter of a century 
later. Secondly, my father and mother produced a steady flow of 
offspring: firstly myself (David), then my siblings Michael, Linda 
and Philip. Once again, therefore, the farm house became 
progressively more cramped and inadequate. 

Life at Ashdown was, of course, very much bound up with the 
seasons, particularly with Nature's provision for seed time through 
to harvest. It is, perhaps, difficult for many people today, in 
their centrally heated homes and with access to supermarkets that 
seem to provide fruit and vegetables of every variety throughout 
the year, to understand how important this would have been. The 
family's very livelihood depended on a growing season of sufficient 
length, on enough warm sunny days and on regular and adequate, but 
not excessive, rainfall. 

A whole range of vegetables were grown and these were the main 
source of the family's income. Chickens were also kept and, in the 
years after the war, on a commercial scale, as also were pigs until 
the early part of the war* Wheat crops, too, were grown at times. 
These were harvested with a scythe, tied up by hand and threshed 
using a hand held flail. The grain was used for chicken feed and 
the straw in the nesting boxes and on the floors of the chicken 
houses. 

Much of the work was routine, even tedious, but any monotony was 
punctuated occasionally by interesting or challenging interludes or 
incidents. For instance, most of the work with the chickens 
involved the regular feeding, the egg collecting and the cleaning 
out of the hen houses, but the incubation and rearing of new chicks 
and the preparing of quite large numbers of birds for the Christmas 
dinner plates of customers, (occasions on which my grandfather was 
not averse to demonstrating that headless chickens can quite 
literally run round a farmyard for a while), made for some 
variation. Unwelcome diversions, too, were provided at times by 
foxes and badgers and once even by a mink. This latter creature, 
which my father had initially believed to be a polecat, wreaked 
havoc among the poultry until it was eventually killed and donated 
to Hastings Museum. 
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The work was labour intensive and, for the most part, without the 
aid of modern machinery. However, during the first quarter of a 
century, the family always kept a horse. It was only after the last 
of these, Betty, went lame in 1948 that a tractor was purchased. 

The horses were stabled in a solid two-storey brick building at the 
end of the farmyard and probably had more comfortable accommodation 
than the family in the farm house! In addition to its duties around 
the farm the horse also had to pull the cart on Tuesdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays on the vegetable rounds in Silverhill and 
St. Leonards. The horse would always know where to stop for the next 
customer- Only once did one, Bob, prove unreliable when during the 
war a bomb dropped nearby, and it decided, perhaps rather wisely, 
to make a run for it. My grandfather and father never failed to go 
round whatever the weather and after they no longer kept a horse 
would go round with a tractor and trailer. 

The last few years at Ashdown were overshadowed by considerable 
uncertainty. The family, together with Hastings Council which held 
the lease, received a notice to quit from Downey's executors in 
1949, but an appeal to the Government ministry responsible resulted 
in this being refused. However, the Council had its own plans and 
in 1952 set in motion a proposal to compulsorily purchase the land 
for housing development. This was eventually granted in 1955, 
although the family did not finally move until 1958. 

Unfortunately, the Council's plans seem never to have been firm and 
consistent and it is possible to speculate that the family could 
have been left at Ashdown for many more years. In 1954 the Council 
even seems to have been changing its mind about the compulsory 
purchase of the land and was turning its attention to Castleham 
Farm instead. Then in 1957 it was being suggested at the Town Hall 
that the land at Ashdown might not be needed for building purposes 
for at least another five years. Later the Council sought to sell 
the land to a private developer, even though it was warned that if 
it did so future compulsory purchase orders might not be approved 
by the Ministry. In fact, it was not until 1965 that planning 
permission was granted in principle by the Town Planning Committee 
or until 1967 before building actually began. 

It is unclear how much rent was paid in the early years of the 
Lambourne tenancy but, even at the end, the amounts were extremely 
modest by today's standards. The rental for the land for the year 
September 1956 to September 1957 was £16 14s 8d and for the farm 
house and its garden for the whole eighteen month period from 
March 1956 to September 1957, £23 8s Od . 

The way of life did not generate great material prosperity, but I 
am sure it had a richness that many today would envy. It was 
conducted in beautiful and peaceful surroundings that seem a world 
away from the many intense pressures of today's modern living and 
provided an ideal life for those of a frugal disposition and an 
independent spirit who were not frightened of hard work and who 
were not bound by the nine to five working mentality. 
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Sadly, there are hardly any traces of the old farm that remain. 
Members of my family were not the first occupiers of Ashdown, but 
they were certainly the last and the farm house was pulled down 
soon after we left- However, the name continues as the whole area 
is now referred to as Ashdown. Round Wood, which was the name of 
the woodland that was located to the north of the farm house, is 
also remembered by having a road named after it, as is the last 
owner through the naming of Downey Close. 

My family subsequently moved to Ore. Despite being nearly eighty my 
grandfather had no appetite for retirement. An area of land was 
purchased between Winchelsea Lane and Rock Lane on the eastern 
outskirts of Hastings and provided a living in much the same way as 
had been the case at Ashdown. My grandfather eventually retired and 
finally agreed to draw his old age pension at the age of 
eighty-nine and both he and his wife lived to a great age, 
ninety-four and eighty-nine respectively. Their three children are 
all now deceased, although my mother is alive and well and living 
at South View Court in Ore. 

None of my generation came to adopt the way of life at Ashdown for 
their living, and have instead pursued careers in computing 
(Philip), accountancy (Michael), banking (Linda) and teaching 
(David). Philip has come closest as he continues to work part of 
the land at Ore in his spare time* However, in one sense events 
have turned full circle. My eldest son, Tim, has adopted the very 
rural occupation of forester and, although he now lives a little 
further away in Newbury, until recently made his home in 
Hungerford just four miles from his great grandfather's Wiltshire 
birthplace. 



Overleaf: William Lambourne's birth certificate. 
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Ashdown Farm House, This photograph of the building, the only one 
known to remain in existence, shows the side elevation with the 
scullery window. The brick built privy can be seen to the left of 
che house, and, beyond the house, Round Wood, after which Roundwood 
?.oad was named. 
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Above: William Lambourne in the farm 
yard with Bob (1932} . 



Above: Bill Lambourne on the vegetable 
round in Alexandra Road (c.1939) . 





Above: William and Annie 
Lambourne in the garden 
behind the farm house (c. 195: 

Left: Ivy with Linda in one 
of the chicken runs (c. 1953) 
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Left: After the horse and cart 
a tractor and trailer was used on 
the vegetable round. Bill is on 
the tractor and David, Linda, 
Michael, Philip and their 
grandfather on the trailer 
(c.1955) . 



Right: The last generation at 
Ashdown. From left to right: 

Philip, David, Linda and 
Michael (c. 1955) . 





Above: A picnic in the farm 
yard. A table of orange boxes 
with potato sacks for seating. 
From left to right: Michael, 
Philip (obscured) , Bernard, 
Lily, David, Diane, Linda, 
Annie (c. 1957) . 

Right: Bill and Miriam 
shortly after the move to 
Ore (c. 1959} . 
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Ashdown 
Farm and 
a town 
vegetable 
round 



/ WONDER how many readers will remem- 
ber Ashdown Farm, which ley to the south 
of the present Government offices, or my 
grandfather, William Lamboumc, and his 
son of the same name (but known as Bill} 
who were tenants of the farm and who, for 
many years, had a vegetable round in Sil- 
verhill and St. Leonards? Writes David 
Lamboume, of Priory Road, Hastings, 
Wifiiam Lamboume, who grew up in Wilt- 
shire, eventually settled in this area and, 
after serving on the Western Front during 
World War One, took up the tenancy at 
Ashdown in 1922. 

Ashdown Farm had been named after 
John Ashdown who lived there between 
7 798 and 1820, Other occupiers before my 
grandfather included Newton Parks, who 
was a butcher at South Colonnade, Ma- 
rina, and the Hickman brothers who were 
also butchers and who had shops in 
Queens Road, Robertson Street, Vicarage 
Road and Old London Road. 
Two generations of my family were raised 
in the fate 16th century farmhouse. Condi- 
tions there were rather primitive by today's 
standards, Piped water was eventually laid 
on but the building never had electricity. 
The beamed ceilings were very low and 
the house would shake during gale force 
winds. Rats and mice could regularly be 
heard scurrying around in the roof and in 
the cavities of the upstairs walls which 
were timber-framed and the only lavatory 
was in a brick built out-house. 
My grandfather and father v/ere market 
gardeners but also kept pigs and chick- 
ens. They would take vegetables round 
Silverhill and St. Leonards with a horse- 
drawn cart. The horse always knew its 
route and where to stop for the next cus- 
tomer and only once disgraced itself 
when, during the war in Silverhill, a bomb 
dropped nearby and it decided, perhaps 
rather wisely, to make a run for it. After the 
war the horse and cart was replaced by a 
tractor and trailer. 




My family left Ashdown in 
T9S8 to make way for the 
present housing in the area. 
The farmhouse was pulled 
down soon after. My grand- 
father, though in his late 
70s, had no appetite foi re- 
tirement so he and my fa- 
ther purchased an area of 
land between Winchclsea 
Lane and Rock Lane in Ore 
and continued their busi- 
ness from there. My grand- 
father eventually agreed to 
retire and draw his old age 
pension at the age of 89. 




PICTURED top, 
Ashdown Farm 
House, the onty 
picture known 
to have survived 
shows the brick 
privy to the left 
of the house 
and beyond the 
house, Round 
Wood, after 
which Round- 
wood Road was 
named. 

Above, Bill Lam- 
boume on his 
vegetable round 
in Alexandra 
Road around 
1939. 

Right, William 
Lamboumc in 
the farmyard 
with one of 
his horses, in 
1932. 



Article published in the 'Hastings and St. 
February 23rd, 2001 



Leonards Observer' 



Genealogy 



The family tree on the next page shows the twelve members (in 
capital letters) of the Lambourne family who were resident at some 
point or another at Ashdown Farm, together with each of their known 
direct ancestors. The genealogical detail that follows is, by its 
very nature, incomplete and depends to some extent on information 
provided by others. So, in addition to research carried out on 
sources held in the Wiltshire Record Office in Trowbridge, the 
Hampshire Record Office in Winchester and the local history section 
of the public library in Newbury (Berkshire), together with 
information held by the General Register Office relating to various 
births, marriages and deaths which have occurred since civil 
registration was introduced in 1837, reference has also been made 
to data provided by family members- Thus some of the entries for 
the offspring of John Hobbs and Ann Holmes and William Lambourn(e) 
and Jane Hobbs have simply been extracted from the family Bible and 
not checked. These may, therefore, contain some inaccuracies. 
However, those entries in the Bible which are concerned with these 
particular generations that have been cross checked have been found 
to be more or less correct. Similarly, the information which 
relates to the siblings and ancestors of Benjamin Green has been 
provided by Judy Evans, a descendent of Annie Elizabeth Green, and 
that which relates to the siblings and ancestors of Walter Smith 
has been provided by Miriam Lambourne and Doreen Jones (Walter 
Smith's sister) . 

Each of the numbered sections that follow relate to those indicated 
on the family tree. 

1) John and Sarah Harrison were the parents of Maria (baptised 
01/07/1749, Kintbury (Berkshire), buried 02/10/1816, Kintbury). The 
Kintbury registers show that they had at least six other offspring, 
three of which died in infancy. These were William (baptised 
30/07/1747, buried 02/08/1747), Sarah (baptised 29/08/1748, buried 
02/09/1748), James (baptised 03/03/1750), Susanna(h) (baptised 
25/02/1753), Robert (baptised 28/06/1756, buried 06/07/1756) and 
Richard (baptised 10/07/1757). 

2) Benjamin Hobbs and Rebecca Alexander were married on May 
1st, 1758 at Ramsbury (Wiltshire) and were the parents of William 
Hobbs (baptised 18/07/1774, Ramsbury). The Ramsbury registers show 
that they had at least eight other offspring. These were Sarah 
(baptised 22/02/1761), Thomas (baptised 12/02/1764), Joseph 
(baptised 29/12/1765), Benjamin (baptised 04/10/1767), Charlotte 
(baptised 16/09/1770), Elizabeth (baptised 30/08/1772), Martha, who 
was the twin sister of William, (baptised 18/07/1774) and a second 
Elizabeth (baptised 31/01/1779). 

The parish register gives Benjamin's occupation at the time of his 
marriage as 'woodman'. 

3) Thomas Holmes (buried 18/11/1816, Kintbury, aged 66 years) and 
Maria Harrison were married on Christmas Day, 1772 at Kintbury and 
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were the parents of William Holmes (baptised 25/02/1784, 
Kintbury). The Kintbury registers show that they had at least five 
other offspring, three of which died in infancy. These were Sarah 
(baptised 06/02/1774, buried 06/09/1774), John (baptised 
05/10/1777), Thomas (baptised 09/02/1781), William (baptised 
21/07/1782, buried 24/07/1782) and Elizabeth (baptised 03/08/1785, 
buried 02/12/1786). 

The Kintbury register entry for the marriage of Thomas Holmes and 
Maria Harrison indicates that Thomas was from the parish of 
Faccombe (Hampshire)* The parish registers for Faccombe are in a 
poor, almost unreadable state, but they appear not to show the 
baptism of a Thomas Holmes around 1750. However, a Thomas Holmes 
was baptised in the parish of Micheldever (Hampshire) on March 
31st, 1751 to parents Thomas and Ann. Micheldever is about sixteen 
or seventeen miles from Faccombe so Thomas and Ann could be 
ancestors of the Lambournes of Ashdown Farm. It is possible that 
Thomas and Ann were living temporarily in the parish, perhaps 
because of Thomas's work. There certainly appears to be no other 
entry for a Holmes in the entire surviving parish records for 
Micheldever and the International Genealogical Index does not offer 
any reasonable alternative possibility, 

4) Thomas Moody and his wife Ann were the parents of Sarah Moody 
(born 13/11/1783, baptised 14/12/1783, Lambourn (Berkshire), buried 
17/11/1826, Kintbury). 

5) Benjamin Furnell (born Molesworth (Huntingdonshire)) and 
Susannah Petit (born Brinton (Huntingdonshire)) were married in 
1790 and were the parents of Esther Furnell (born 1801). They 
apparently had eight other offspring. 

6) Edward Lambourn and Sarah Plum (or Plumb) were married on August 
17th, 1822 at Ramsbury and were the parents of John Lambourn 
(baptised 08/07/1827, Ramsbury). The Ramsbury registers show that 
they had at least three other offspring. These were William 
(baptised 30/01/1825), James (baptised 07/03/1830) and George 
(baptised 03/01/1831). 

When John Lambourn was born his father's occupation was given as 

1 labourer ' . 



January 20th, 




8) William Holmes and Sarah Moody were married on February 1st, 
1809 at Kintbury and were the parents of Ann Holmes (baptised 
25/12/1809, Kintbury, died 22/08/1873). The parish registers for 
Kintbury show that they had at least seven other offspring. These 
were Sarah (baptised 12/05/1811), George (baptised 10/10/1812, died 
06/03/1871), William (baptised 25/09/1814, died 1861), Maria 
(baptised 14/02/1819), Abraham (baptised 21/10/1821), Aaron 
(baptised 30/03/1823) and Moses Moody (baptised 03/10/1824). 
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Some but not all of these children are included in the Family 
Bible which was given to William Holmes by the Rev, J.W.D.Dundas of 
Kintbury. The Bible was not written up until at least two 
generations later and it is possible that those not listed died in 
infancy. The Bible also includes two offspring in addition to those 
above, perhaps born in a different parish. These were John and 
Thomas (died 15/03/1869). 

9) William Mantle and Esther Furnell were married and were the 
parents of Hannah Mantle (born 1841). They apparently had six other 
offspring. 

10) John Lambourn and Ann Jenner (born c.1827, Hungerford 
(Berkshire)) were married and were the parents of William Lambourn 
(born 03/05/1850, Aldbourne (Wiltshire), died 1903). The 1851 
Census shows these three to be living in a separate household in 
Aldbourne and this suggests that William was the couple's oldest 
child. The 1881 Census returns for Ramsbury indicate that John had 
at least two more children as he is shown to be living there with 
James (born c.1862, Aldbourne) and Jane (born c.1867, Wanborough 
(Wiltshire)). The 1881 Census does not include Ann Lambourn in the 
same household and so she was presumably dead by this time. 

John Lambourn' s occupation was given on his son's birth and 
marriage certificates as 'labourer' and in the 1881 Census as 
'agricultural labourer' • 

Interestingly, when Ann Lambourn registered the birth of William 
she was able to sign the register instead of having to make the 
mark of a cross which was customary among the labouring classes. 
It was seemingly during the lifetime of John Lambourn that the 
family name came to be spelt more usually with an 'e'. Although 
John's younger siblings, James and George, were recorded in the 
parish register as Lambourne as long ago as 1830 and 1831, the 
birth of John's son William was registered as Lambourn as was the 
family's entry in the 1851 Census. However, when William married in 
1878 and when the 1881 Census was drawn up both father and son were 
recorded as Lambourne and the name seems to have always been spelt 
in this way since. 

11) John Hobbs and Ann Holmes were married and were the parents of 
Jane Hobbs (born 19/02/1855, Ramsbury). The couple appear to have 
had eight other offspring. These were Ann (born 1832), Sarah, who 
may have given birth to an illegitimate daughter called Ann in 
1858, (born 04/06/1835), Elizabeth (born 13/02/1839?), William 
(born 03/04/1840), John (born 03/08/1842), George (born 
10/05/1845), Abraham (born 1849) and Edward (born 14/01/1852). The 
1851 Census returns show the family to be living in Ramsbury with 
William, John, George, Elizabeth and Abraham at home with their 
parents. The birth certificate of Jane Hobbs shows her to have been 
born at Queen Caroline's Cottages, Ramsbury. The relevant 1925 
Ordnance Survey map shows Caroline's Cottages to be in Spring Hill 
on the south side of the village. There seem to have been four of 
these cottages and it was here that Jane Hobbs ' s eldest son, 
William Lambourne, was also born. 

Jane Hobbs • s birth certificate gives her father's occupation as 
'woodman * . 
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12) Robert Cole and Susannah Fisher were married and were the 
parents of Annie Cole (born 03/06/1876, Raunds (Northamptonshire), 
died 06/07/1944). The couple seem to have had five other 
offspring. These were Jack, Charles, Robert, Rhoda and Susannah* 

13) William Green and Hannah Mantle were married at Leyton 
Bromswold (Huntingdonshire) and were the parents of Benjamin Green 
(born 05/09/C.1869, died 1953, Hastings (East Sussex)). The couple 
appear to have had four other offspring. These were Annie Elizabeth 
(born 1864, died 1904), William, Edward and Esther Louisa (died 
aged about 20 years). 

14) William Lambourn and Jane Hobbs were married on January 23rd, 
1878 at Ramsbury and were the parents of William Lambourne (born 
03/04/1879, Ramsbury, died 27/12/1973, Hastings) and Edith 
Elizabeth (Edie) Lambourne {born 08/08/1898). The couple had a 
further seven offspring. These were Ernest Herbert, who migrated to 
Canada after World War I, (born 02/12/1880), John (born 
08/11/1882), Ada Jane (born 22/06/1885), Mabel (born 17/09/1887), 
Edward (born 27/10/1889), James George (born 19/01/1892) and Annie 
Florance (born 11/02/1895). 

As has already been mentioned, the family name was being spelt with 
an 'e* by the 1870's. 

The 1881 Census returns show William and Jane to have been living 
with their sons William and Ernest in Ramsbury. William Lambourne's 
occupation was given as ' general labourer ' . He was also referred to 
as a -labourer 1 on his marriage certificate and his son, William's, 
birth certificate. However, when William junior married in 1909 his 
father's occupation was given as 'gamekeeper'. Presumably, this was 
the rank that he had aspired to by the time of his death in 1903. 
Incidentally, at the time of her marriage Jane was also referred to 
as a ' labourer ■ . 

15) Arthur Edward Davies and Mary Ann Towers were married and were 
the parents of Annie Maria Davies (born 02/03/1882, Lambeth 
(London), died 1971, Hastings). ***„,„ 
Annie Maria Davies *s birth certificate shows her father s 
occupation to have been 'house painter', but her marriage 
certificate shows him to have been a 'mosaic worker'. 

16) Walter Smith (born 13/03/1875, Redcar (Yorkshire), died 
26/09/1941) and Annie Cole were married and were the parents of 
Walter Smith (born 24/08/1896, Raunds, died 11/02/1940, 
Hastings). The couple had seven other offspring. These were Rose 
(born 14/08/1898, Raunds, died 06/01/1969), Ellen (Nell) (born 
22/10/1901, Raunds, died 1973/4), Robert Charles (Bob) (born 
15/03/1903, Raunds, died 29/06/1954), May (born 02/12/1904, Raunds, 
died 7/04/1974), Bertha (born 28/07/1906, Raunds, died 01/06/1979), 
Frank Edward (born 14/08/1916, Raunds, died 7/06/1982) and Annie 
Doreen (born 08/01/1920, Raunds). 

17) Benjamin Green and Lydia Patenal (born 06/09/c. 1868/9, Higham 
Ferrers? (Northamptonshire), died 04/01/1935) were married in 1894 
or 1895 and were the parents of Doris Mabel Green (born 27/10/1896, 
Raunds?, died 31/05/1961, Hastings). Doris Mabel Green was their 
only child. 
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Lydia Patenal had three siblings. These were Bessie, Carrie and 
Thomas (who became mayor of Higham Ferrers). There was possibly a 
fourth sibling named Lucy. 

Benjamin Green was a member of Raunds Male Voice Choir and a 
foreman in a shoe factory. 

18) Edith (Edie) Lambourne never married. She moved to Hastings 
with her mother after World War I. She worked as a supervisor at 
the Hastings telephone exchange. 

19) William Lambourne and Annie Maria Davies were married on 
October 31st, 1909 at Springfield Hall, Lambeth and were the 
parents of Ivy Faith Lambourne (born 15/09/1911, Lambeth, died 
13/11/1992, Hastings), Lilian Ann (Lily) (born 1913?, died 1993, 
Australia) and William Arthur Lambourne (Bill) (born 20/12/1918, 19 
Lennox Street, Hastings, died 01/12/1989, Hastings). 

On their marriage certificate William Lambourne 1 s occupation was 
given as 'gardener' and Annie Maria Davies' s as 'packer'. 

20) Walter Smith and Doris Mabel Green were married on December 
25th, 1918 and were the parents of Doris Miriam Lydia (Miriam) 
Smith (born 03/03/1920, 21 Harcourt Street, Raunds). The couple had 
no other offspring. 

Walter Smith was a minister of religion in south London for a short 
while. After a period of ill-health he set up a shoe repairing 
business and eventually became an accountant, Doris Green worked in 
a box factory and then as a music teacher. 

21) Ivy Lambourne never married. After World War II she worked as a 
secretary. 

22) Lilian Ann (Lily) Lambourne and Frank Edward Smith (the brother 
of Miriam's father Walter Smith) were married and were the parents 
of Diane (born 14/02/1947) and Bernard (born 1948). The couple 
later divorced. 
Lily had a successful career in nursing. 

23) William Arthur Lambourne and Doris Miriam Lydia Smith were 
married on October 8th, 1941 at Hastings and were the parents of 
David (the author) (born 19/04/1946, Hastings), Michael (born 
23/07/1947, Hastings), Linda (born 25/12/1951, Hastings) and Philip 
John (born 25/05/1954, Hastings). 

In all, twelve members of the Lambourne family lived at Ashdown 
Farm at some time or another. These were William, his mother Jane, 
his wife Annie, his sister Edie, his children Ivy, Lily and Bill, 
his daughter-in-law Miriam and his grandchildren David, Michael, 
Linda and Philip. 

To date, there have been at least fourteen further descendants from 
those that lived at Ashdown. As has been noted, Lily had two 
children, Diane and Bernard. In turn, Diane had a daughter, Astrid 
(born c.1972, Australia), and a son, David (born c.1974, 
Australia). Astrid has since had a daughter, Katherine (born 
c.1991, Australia), and a son, Thomas (born 2000, Australia). 
Bernard, who was last heard of in Cooma, New South Wales, is known 
to have produced at least one child. 
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David has had two sons, Timothy (born 17/02/1972, Hastings) and 
Christopher (born 22/12/1978, Hastings). Michael, who is married to 
Gillian, has had three offspring, Johanna (born 08/02/1977, 
Hastings), Andrew (born 21/06/1980, Hastings) and John (born 
06/11/1982, Hastings). Linda, who is married to Anthony Hughes, has 
had twin daughters, Victoria and Emily (born 03/04/1982, 
Hastings). Philip, who is married to Sandra, is without issue. 

A copy of the Register entry for the birth of William Lambourne is 
included on page 14. Copies of the entries for the birth of each of 
his parents and his wife are attached, as are copies of the 
marriage certificates of William and Annie Davies and of William's 
parents . 
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Sources 

Personal recollections 

Recollections of Miriam Lambourne 

Family records (currently held by Philip Lambourne) 

Family Bible (currently held by Michael Lambourne) 

General Register Office indexes for births, marriages and deaths 

Birth certificates of William Lambourn(e), Jane Hobbs , William 
Lambourne and Annie Maria Davies 

Marriage certificates of William Lambourn(e) and Jane Hobbs and 
William Lambourne and Annie Maria Davies 

Visits to churches and churchyards in Kintbury, Ramsbury, Grafton 
and Great Bedwyn 

Visit to Wilton (near Grafton) 

Letter from David Hobbs of Hillsborough, Oxford Street, Ramsbury 



■The Village in the Valley 
Croucher (Croucher, 1986) 



A History of Ramsbury » , Barbara 



Transcript of the parish registers for Kintbury, Berkshire 

Parish registers for Faccombe, Hampshire 

Parish registers for Micheldever, Hampshire 

Transcript of the parish registers for Lambourn, Berkshire 

Parish register for Ramsbury, Wiltshire (Baptisms 1812-1837) 

Transcript of the parish registers for Ramsbury, Wiltshire 
(Baptisms 1678-1812 and Marriages 1678-1837) 

International Genealogical Index for Berkshire, Hampshire, 
Oxfordshire and Wiltshire 

1851 Census returns Wiltshire - Aldbourne 

1851 Census returns Wiltshire - Ramsbury 

1881 Census index for Berkshire 

1881 Census index for Wiltshire 

'1851 Census Index of Berkshire' (including Hungerford) Volumes 
1-1, 1-2, 1-3, 2, 5-2, 7, (Berkshire Family History Society) 
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Ordnance Survey map covering Ramsbury - 1925 

Unpublished research of Judy Evans for the ancestors of Benjamin 
Green 

History file relating to Ashdown Farm at Hastings Borough Council 
Planning Office 

Hastings and St. Leonards Directory (Pikes Blue Book and Directory) 
for various years between 1880 and 1948 

1887 Register of Electors for Hastings 

1891 Census returns for Hastings 

Ordnance Survey maps covering the parish of Hollington - 1872/3, 
1899, 1909, 1929, 1937/8 

Land tax returns for the parish of Hollington 

Auction notice and details of the sale of Ashdown Farm by the 
Eversfield estate, 1911 

The Will of John Standen {Proved in the Archdeaconry Court of Lewes 
07/03/1796) 

1841 Census returns for the parish of Hollington 

East Sussex Census - 1851 index for the parish of Hollington, 
compiled and published by C.J.Barnes 

'A History of the Church-in-the-Wood , Hollington, Sussex', 
F. W.B.Bullock (Budd and Gillatt, 1949) 

1844 Tithe map for the parish of Hollington 

'Historic Hastings', J.Manwaring Baines (Parsons, 1955) 

■Hastings and St. Leonards Observer' - 23/02/2001 and 06/04/2001 

'Hollington - The Village Past and Present', Hastings Local History 
Group (Hastings Local History Group, 1999) 

'Hollington Methodist Church, St .Leonards-on-Sea 1887-1987', 
(Hollington Methodist Church, 1987) 
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